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Qualification level Number of 
credits required 

for award 

  Undergraduate
Awards 

Postgraduate 
awards 

Adult Education 
awards 

CPD awards Other 

Doctoral (QAA) 
Level 8 (National Credit 
Framework) 

540       Doctorate

Master’s (QAA) 
Level 7 (NCF) 

180       Master’s Degree

,,       120 Postgraduate
Diploma 

 Postgraduate Diploma of
Continuing Professional 
Development 

 

,, 60    Postgraduate
Certificate 

 Postgraduate Certificate of 
Continuing Professional 
Development 

 

,,       480  Integrated Master’s  
Honours (QAA) 
Level 6 (NCF) 
Level 3 (former CNAA and 
general usage) 

360       Bachelor’s Degree
with Honours  

,, 120       PGCE
,, 60       Graduate Diploma

Intermediate 
Level 5 (NCF) 
Level 2 (CNAA) 

300 
(with 60 credits 

at Level 3) 

     Ordinary degree  

 
,, 

 

240  Foundation Degree  
 

Diploma of Higher 
Education 

Diploma of Higher Education 
(Continuing Professional 
Development) 

 

,, 60       Undergraduate
Diploma 

Certificate 
Level 4 (NCF) 
Level 1 (CNAA) 

120    
 

Certificate of
Higher Education 

  Certificate of Higher Education 
(Continuing Professional 
Development) 

 

,, 60       Undergraduate
Certificate 

Level 3 (NCF) 
Level 0 (CNAA) 

120       Foundation Year

 
 


